KPA Public Policy Handbook 2008
Environment and Conservation

KPA believes that all pork producers have a responsibility to manage their operations to successfully ensure a healthy environment for themselves, their employees, their neighbors and their animals. KPA believes pork producers who demonstrate adoption and use of generally-accepted environmental procedures should be afforded legal protection.  We believe statutes and regulations should be based on sound, scientific research.  

Best Management Practices 
KPA will provide education to policymakers and regulators about the economics of hog production and agricultural practices as they relate to environmental rules. KPA will advocate regulatory options and Best Management Practice’s (BMP’s) that are practical, economical, and scientifically-based.
Environmental Assistance Programs
KPA will work to expand and further develop the cost-share and incentive programs that currently exist (such as EQIP and CSP) and/or work to establish additional programs to better enable pork producers to utilize new technologies. KPA encourages aggressive efforts to ensure that pork producers receive an equitable share of the environmental assistance funds.
Nutrient Management

KPA will work with KDHE, KDA and NRCS to utilize sound science and available agronomic information to develop Nutrient Management Plans.  The KPA strongly advocates the use of one plan to satisfy the requirements of all regulatory agencies.
Food Safety

The KPA urges Kansas pork producers to register their premises as soon as possible with the national premises registration system. This will allow animal health officials to rapidly trace the movements of an animal, or group of swine, to the herd of origin during an animal health emergency. 

Research and Production

Animal Health

KPA will advocate for increased research funding for animal health issues.  This funding should support research to be completed by USDA and Land Grant Universities.  KPA strongly supports and appreciates the work being undertaken on swine-related diseases at Kansas State University. Examples include circovirus and PRRS.
Biotechnology

KPA believes that Kansas producers and consumers have much to gain through the scientific advances of biotechnology. With these new tools, producers can improve the quality and nutritional value of meat animals.  In addition, many offer increased production efficiency, animal well-being and food safety. 
Feral Swine

The KPA supports efforts to control and ultimately eradicate feral swine in Kansas. KPA will advocate for state and federal support for this task. 
Research

KPA urges Congress to strongly support federal funding for public research in food, agriculture, and the environment that have significant benefits for consumers, the public and the pork producers. KPA strongly supports and encourages full funding for Kansas State University’s Colleges of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine.
Security / Biosecurity

KPA supports educational activities to ensure state agencies with inspection duties understand the threat posed to swine operations by any deviation from the facility biosecurity protocol. KPA strongly urges all pork producers to file a biosecurity protocol with all potential visitors to the farm.
Welfare

KPA advocates the humane treatment of swine and supports scientific research on swine care.  KPA will provide scientific and technical support to aggressively address animal welfare issues and will work with other compatible organizations to enhance the image of modern agriculture. KPA believes that hogs have a role in meeting humans’ nutritional and medical needs.  Furthermore, KPA will strongly resist any effort to adopt animal rights-inspired regulations or legislation that is not based on well-established science.

General Agricultural Issues

Checkoff

KPA believes that all contract growers should be included as eligible producers in any future survey conducted by AMS.

If USDA finds it necessary to conduct a survey on the Pork Checkoff in the future, KPA strongly encourages the following process be included: 

· Individuals must provide verification of hogs sold and checkoff paid prior to participation in a survey.

· Young people involved in 4-H and FFA swine projects be included in the producer count used to calculate the required number of signatures for the pork checkoff survey and referendum.

· Once the survey date is announced, only those who have sold animals and have paid into the checkoff program within the last 12 months preceding the announcement date will be eligible to participate in a survey and referendum.

· USDA shall provide safeguards to ensure that an eligible individual participates only once in the survey and referendum process.

· Provide adequate training to ensure that all verifiers fully understand and enforce survey and referendum guidelines uniformly.  

Coalitions

KPA will work together with selected commodity groups and agricultural organizations that have ties to the livestock industry, food processors, the retail sector (including grocers, restaurants and foodservice) to develop strategies, action steps, and a plan of work that would address issues affecting the future viability of the pork industry in a proactive manner.
Biofuels
As production of subsidized biofuels has increased competition for feed grains, KPA supports solutions for providing livestock owners with a level playing field.
Immigration

KPA encourages policy initiatives by the US government to streamline immigration and foreign guest worker regulation.

Livestock Industry Structure

The KPA supports all sizes and structures of pork-producing operations without discrimination. The KPA opposes any state or federal mandates that would limit or lessen the avenues for producers to create business structures that encourage cooperation among entities or individuals. The KPA opposes any state moratoriums on new or expanded livestock facilities.
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